Convenience and independence: do physicians strike a balance in admitting decisions?
This paper contrasts economic and professional models of physician admitting behavior. Economic models emphasize physician convenience and income maximization, while professional models emphasize physician autonomy and independence. The paper examines the relative power of these models to explain two types of admitting decisions made by physicians: which hospitals to begin admitting patients to, and how many patients to admit to a hospital. Analyses of physician admitting patterns over a three-year period suggest that economic considerations outweigh professional considerations in both decisions. Results are interpreted in light of recent changes in the profession of medicine and physician-hospital relationships.